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Metro New York World Ministry

DAY 6 - “The Blessings of Trials and Afflictions" April 19, 2014 
Happy Sabbath to my brothers and sisters around the world. What a joy and what a congregation of fellow believers on this high and holy Sabbath. Many of you may not be aware that, anytime a feast day occurs on the Sabbath, it is a high Sabbath. Now we do not celebrate the feast days, for five of them were fulfilled, Jesus continues to fulfill the sixth which is the anti-typical day of Atonement, and soon will He will fulfill the last, which is the Great Ingathering at His second coming. To those who believe we are to celebrate the feast days, bear in mind, never are two feast days to be celebrated simultaneously. The anti-typical day of Atonement has been in uninterrupted process now for 169 years, 25 weeks and 4 days. Every Sabbath since Jesus moved into the Most Holy Place on October 22nd 1844 has been a high Sabbath.
Now brothers and sisters, regarding today’s message, I am going to take a one day break in talking about the enemy among us and the dangerous apostasy the church is in. The omega of apostasy is a very real happening and upsets every true, loyal and obedient Seventh-day Adventist. But I believe the Sabbath is the time to worship our Father who has the cure for that apostasy if we are willing to take the needed medicine that He has provided in His two GPS systems. That is God’s Prophetic Scriptures and God’s Prophet Says. 


We all know that the world is in crisis and that the most perplexing problems are distressing to all nations. Not only that we are aware that a time of trouble as has never before been witnessed on this planet will soon begin; but we are almost out of preparation time.

For the present time we are now living in, and for all that lies ahead in the future that God’s people will have to endure, the Lord has impressed me to give a sermon on “The Blessings of Trials and Afflictions.”

Let us pray …

Cleanse me Father from all unrighteousness so that the words my mouth speaks will be yours with your attending blessings for your people. In Jesus name we do pray.  Amen.

We all have been on a journey called life. There have been good and easy times, but there have also been the rough and difficult times. When we find ourselves in the difficult times we are most likely to say we are experiencing trials and tribulations.

Rarely would we consider the painful trials as blessings; for we are more prone to view unhappy circumstances in a negative light. Not so with brother Paul the apostle. How could a man who has endured so much even consider trials as blessings?

We see that Paul, when he was Saul of Tarsus, was a rising star in Judaism and a potential leader, as he briefly gave his credentials in Acts 22:3-5 “I am verily a man [which am] a Jew, born in Tarsus, [a city] in Cilicia, yet brought up in this city at the feet of Gamaliel, [and] taught according to the perfect manner of the law of the fathers, and was zealous toward God, as ye all are this day. And I persecuted this way (for those not aware, the followers of Christ were called the way) And I persecuted this way unto the death, binding and delivering into prisons both men and women. As also the high priest doth bear me witness, and all the estate of the elders: from whom also I received letters unto the brethren, and went to Damascus, to bring them which were there bound unto Jerusalem, for to be punished.” 
So it was evident that Paul, as Saul of Tarsus, had no intentions of becoming a Christian as he worked with all diligence in rounding up Christians and sending them to their death. He was the most feared man by the Christian believers, as he was decimating the ranks of the fledgling church. Then He met Christ on his way to Damascus and his conversion had its beginning. 
Paul travelled far and wide as the apostle to the Gentiles. He suffered often for his faith as he described some of his ordeals in 2 Corinthians 11:23-28: “Are they ministers of Christ? (I speak as a fool) I [am] more; in labours more abundant, in stripes above measure, in prisons more frequent, in deaths oft.  Of the Jews five times received I forty [stripes] save one. (Paul is speaking about having his hands tied to a post and strong men would whip their backs bloody. Jesus was scourged twice. Some men have been known to have died during the scourging.) Thrice was I beaten with rods, once was I stoned, thrice I suffered shipwreck, a night and a day I have been in the deep;   [In] journeyings often, [in] perils of waters, [in] perils of robbers, [in] perils by [mine own] countrymen, [in] perils by the heathen, [in] perils in the city, [in] perils in the wilderness, [in] perils in the sea, [in] perils among false brethren;  In weariness and painfulness, in watchings often, in hunger and thirst, in fastings often, in cold and nakedness.  Beside those things that are without, that which cometh upon me daily, the care of all the churches.”  

David wrote this in Psalm 34:19 “Many [are] the afflictions of the righteous: but the LORD delivereth him out of them all.”

So in addition to all of the sufferings that Paul incurred for Christ’s sake, he had the responsibility to oversee all the churches that he and his closest associates had raised up. Was he complaining? Not at all as we read in 2nd Corinthians 12:10 “Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in necessities, in persecutions, in distresses for Christ's sake: for when I am weak, then am I strong.”
Why would this man take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in necessities, in persecutions, in distresses? Is it because Paul considered himself the chief of sinners as he so stated in 1 Tim. 1:15 which reads,
 “This [is] a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners; of whom I am chief.” Did he work so hard for the Lord so as to atone for his past sins against the church? Not at all as Paul was fully aware that no man can atone for his own sins and he was very clear about what was involved in the process of salvation. However, he always carried the guilt of having once brought so many Christians to a certain death; but that was at a time when he believed in his heart that he was working for the Lord. God knew the man was unique in the performance of duty and recruited him to be a soul winner. Paul pursued his God given task with great enthusiasm, even when it was at risk for his personal safety. Listen to what he wrote in 2 Corinthians 4:8-18 
“[We are] troubled on every side, yet not distressed; [we are] perplexed, but not in despair;  Persecuted, but not forsaken; cast down, but not destroyed;  Always bearing about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life also of Jesus might be made manifest in our body.  For we which live are alway delivered unto death for Jesus' sake, that the life also of Jesus might be made manifest in our mortal flesh.  So then death worketh in us, but life in you.  We having the same spirit of faith, according as it is written, I believed, and therefore have I spoken; we also believe, and therefore speak;  Knowing that he which raised up the Lord Jesus shall raise up us also by Jesus, and shall present [us] with you.  For all things [are] for your sakes, that the abundant grace might through the thanksgiving of many redound to the glory of God.  For which cause we faint not; but though our outward man perish, yet the inward [man] is renewed day by day.  For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding [and] eternal weight of glory;  While we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen: for the things which are seen [are] temporal; but the things which are not seen [are] eternal.”

Paul said this in Romans 5:3, 4 “… we glory in tribulations also: knowing that tribulation worketh patience; And patience, experience; and experience, hope:”

Dr. Luke recorded Paul’s words in Acts 14:22 “Confirming the souls of the disciples, [and] exhorting them to continue in the faith, and that we must through much tribulation enter into the kingdom of God.”
Paul brought everything into its proper perspective with these words Romans 8:18 “For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time [are] not worthy [to be compared] with the glory which shall be revealed in us.” He’s telling us to take our focus off of our problems which are temporary and focus on Jesus who one day we will see face to face. Face to face with Christ my Savior, Face to face, what will it be, When with rapture I behold Him, Jesus Christ, who died for me?
As Paul was preparing to be executed he had this written in 2 Tim. 4:6-8 “For I am now ready to be offered, and the time of my departure is at hand.  I have fought a good fight, I have finished [my] course, I have kept the faith:  Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing.”

I am sure that Paul took comfort in the words of Christ spoken to him by Matthew which was recorded later in his gospel Mat. 10:28 “And fear not them which kill the body, but are not able to kill the soul: but rather fear him which is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.”

John recorded these words of Jesus regarding tribulation found in John 16:33 “These things I have spoken unto you, that in me ye might have peace. In the world ye shall have tribulation: (now did Jesus say you might have tribulation? Not at all. If we are at our post, doing what is required of us, Jesus said you SHALL have tribulation) but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world.”

Some wonder why the Christian life should be one that has to have sufferings and trials. But Paul wrote in his epistle to the Hebrews in Hebrews 12:11 “Now no chastening for the present seemeth to be joyous, but grievous: nevertheless afterward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them which are exercised thereby.”

So Paul is not necessarily speaking about Satan inspired difficulties, rather he infers that it is God Himself who may be chastening the Christian for a most important reason. We are admonished in Job 5:17
“Behold, happy is the man whom God correcteth: therefore despise not thou the chastening of the Almighty:”
Solomon wrote this, Proverbs 3:1 “My son, despise not the chastening of the LORD; neither be weary of his correction:” Is that not wise counsel? God wants us to be saved, but we may have certain problems in our characters that would cause us to be unfit for heaven’s perfect peace, and He therefore wants us to shed these un-Christlike character flaws.

Listen to the words of God’s prophet on this subject in 4T 143.2, God’s Prophet Says, “Many of your afflictions have been visited upon you, in the wisdom of God, to bring you closer to the throne of grace. He softens and subdues His children by sorrows and trials. This world is God's workshop, where He fashions us for the courts of heaven. He uses the planing knife upon our quivering hearts until the roughness and irregularities are removed and we are fitted for our proper places in the heavenly building. Through tribulation and distress the Christian becomes purified and strengthened, and develops a character after the model that Christ has given. The influence of a true, godly life cannot be measured. It reaches beyond the immediate circle of home and friends, shedding a light that wins souls to Jesus.”  {4T 143.2}  

The Apostle Peter had weighed in on the subject with three excellent statements found first in 1 Peter 4:12-16 “Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as though some strange thing happened unto you:  But rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ's sufferings; that, when his glory shall be revealed, ye may be glad also with exceeding joy.  If ye be reproached for the name of Christ, happy [are ye]; for the spirit of glory and of God resteth upon you: on their part he is evil spoken of, but on your part he is glorified.  But let none of you suffer as a murderer, or [as] a thief, or [as] an evildoer, or as a busybody in other men's matters.  Yet if [any man suffer] as a Christian, let him not be ashamed; but let him glorify God on this behalf.”

Next, backing up one chapter, let us read what Peter stated in 1 Peter 3:13-17 “And who [is] he that will harm you, if ye be followers of that which is good?  But and if ye suffer for righteousness' sake, happy [are ye]: and be not afraid of their terror, neither be troubled;  But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and [be] ready always to [give] an answer to every man that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and fear:  Having a good conscience; that, whereas they speak evil of you, as of evildoers, they may be ashamed that falsely accuse your good conversation in Christ.  For [it is] better, if the will of God be so, that ye suffer for well doing, than for evil doing.”

And third, we will back up two more chapters to read what Peter wrote in 1st Peter 1:6, 7 “Wherein ye greatly rejoice, though now for a season, if need be, ye are in heaviness through manifold temptations:  That the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be found unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ:”

God’s prophet wrote this in 5T 742.2, God’s Prophet Says, “All the afflictions and trials that befall us here are permitted, to work out His purposes of love toward us, "that we might be partakers of His holiness" and thus become participants in that fullness of joy which is found in His presence.”  {5T 742.2}  Have you ever considered that afflictions could be equated with God’s purposes of love toward us. He wants us to be saved. He wants us fit for the kingdom.
Listen to these wise words of James in James 1:2, 3 “My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations; Knowing [this], that the trying of your faith worketh patience.” I want you to notice that James said to count it all joy when you fall into different temptations. The temptation is not the sin, and when you fall into temptations, you have not sinned. He is only saying though temptations surround you and assail you, you can still choose to exercise the power given to reject the tempter and gain the victory. It is only when you fall under the temptations that you have pushed the convicting power of the Holy Spirit aside and have chosen to sin. So, count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations, but not under its power. And my brother, and my sister, never seek out the temptation for surely you will be overcome.
Who can dispute this counsel from Isaiah found in Isaiah 30:20 “And [though] the Lord give you the bread of adversity, and the water of affliction, yet shall not thy teachers be removed into a corner any more, but thine eyes shall see thy teachers:”

In God we can unreservedly and without fear, put our trust, no matter how dark times may appear, as Isaiah 41:10 counsels us, “Fear thou not; for I [am] with thee: be not dismayed; for I [am] thy God: I will strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand of my righteousness.”

I am sure that many of the martyrs have held onto God’s promises found in Isaiah 43:1-5 which reads, “But now thus saith the LORD that created thee, O Jacob, and he that formed thee, O Israel, Fear not: for I have redeemed thee, I have called [thee] by thy name; thou [art] mine.  When thou passest through the waters, I [will be] with thee; and through the rivers, they shall not overflow thee: when thou walkest through the fire, thou shalt not be burned; neither shall the flame kindle upon thee.  For I [am] the LORD thy God, the Holy One of Israel, thy Saviour: I gave Egypt [for] thy ransom, Ethiopia and Seba for thee.  Since thou wast precious in my sight, thou hast been honourable, and I have loved thee: therefore will I give men for thee, and people for thy life.  Fear not: for I [am] with thee:” Surely these words had to inspire the faith of many martyrs down through the centuries, but I think in particular of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, or I really prefer to use their given Hebrew names Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah. They were facing a certain death in the fiery furnace that was heated much hotter than usual, and they were prepared to die, rather than break a single commandment of God. But surely they must have remembered the words of Isaiah, “I will be with thee …  when thou walkest through the fire, thou shalt not be burned; neither shall the flame kindle upon thee.” And Jesus was with them as He promised this faith filled trio.
The words spoken by Moses to Joshua, are the words spoken by God to every Christian who may be facing sore trials, Deuteronomy 31:6, 8 “Be strong and of a good courage, fear not, nor be afraid of them: for the LORD thy God, he [it is] that doth go with thee; he will not fail thee, nor forsake thee.  And the LORD, he [it is] that doth go before thee; he will be with thee, he will not fail thee, neither forsake thee: fear not, neither be dismayed.”

In a time not too distant, those of us who God will use when the time of trouble begins must remember that the promise of God that Paul stated in Hebrews 13:5 
“… for he hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.”  and his encouraging words in verse 6, “So that we may boldly say, The Lord [is] my helper, and I will not fear what man shall do unto me.”   

Those who may still be alive when probation ends and the plagues begin Isaiah has written these words from God in Isaiah 26:20 “Come, my people, enter thou into thy chambers, and shut thy doors about thee: hide thyself as it were for a little moment, until the indignation be overpast.”

The indignation of course is the wrath of God poured out unmingled with mercy as stated in Revelation 14:10 “The same shall drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is poured out without mixture into the cup of his indignation; …”

Penned by God’s prophet are these comforting words, found in AA 602.1, God’s Prophet Says, “We may have a vision of the future, the blessedness of heaven. In the Bible are revealed visions of the future glory, scenes pictured by the hand of God, and these are dear to His church. By faith we may stand on the threshold of the eternal city, and hear the gracious welcome given to those who in this life co-operate with Christ, regarding it as an honor to suffer for His sake. As the words are spoken, "Come, ye blessed of My Father," they cast their crowns at the feet of the Redeemer, exclaiming, "Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honor, and glory, and blessing. … There the redeemed greet those who led them to the Saviour, and all unite in praising Him who died that human beings might have the life that measures with the life of God. The conflict is over. Tribulation and strife are at an end. Songs of victory fill all heaven as the ransomed ones take up the joyful strain, Worthy, worthy is the Lamb that was slain, and lives again, a triumphant conqueror.”  {AA 602.1}  

My appeal to each one of us today is to empty yourself of every un-Christlike characteristic and lay it at the altar. If you have pride issues, so did Satan as Lucifer; lay it at the altar. Pride will not pollute heaven anymore. Do you have anger issues and are easily offended? Angry people will not walk the streets of gold, lay them at the altar. You have a heavenly Father who loves you and gave Jesus on the cross for you. Give Him all your unholy character traits, so that He may give you Christ’s robe of righteousness, woven in the looms of heaven. Those of you who can, go to your knees right now, with all the ugliness of your character laid at the altar as I pray. 

Heavenly Father, you have heard the hearts of everyone in this vast congregation speaking to you saying I lay it all on the altar, Lord cleanse me and fill me and be my all in all. As I speak you can also hear every who pleads for your forgiveness and your indwelling.   Yes we are keenly aware that soon the time of trouble will be here, but we have nothing to fear, though we walk through the valley of the shadow of death, Jesus has promised to be with us as He was with those three Hebrew worthies who had the faith we all need, the faith of Jesus as it is in His righteous and holy name that we pray. Amen. 

